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At this time of year, many of us 

are prompted to reflect on 

everything that has happened 

during the year, and to start 

thinking ahead to the new year, 

and all we might wish it to bring 

- and what we might bring to it. 

My reflections on 2018 year have 

confirmed my opinion that the 

Creative Glass Guild is a remark-

able organisation, affording 

enormous satisfaction to members 

and others as they learn new skills 

or re-tune old skills at one or other 

of our many courses.   

Glass fanatics rule 

Members put those skills to good 

use working on their projects on 

Member Days/Nights, using Guild 

facilities – where, coupled with the 

satisfaction of completing 

wonderful pieces of glass work, 

they enjoy the social interaction 

with other ‘glass fanatics’.    

My contemplations have led me 

back to medieval times when 

associations of craftsmen (and, 

yes, they were mostly all men) 

formed Guilds to nurture their 

business interests. 

 In addition, the Guilds served to 

provide a collaborative and secure 

forum for ensuring the continuity of 

standards, traditions, and skills in 

their particular craft.   

Craft Guilds brought together 

craftsmen and artisans in 

particular endeavours, such as 

weavers, dyers, blacksmiths, etc, 

to set standards for the quality of 

the goods they were creating and 

to agree basic rules about their 

trading practices.   

But the critical role of each Guild 

was the supervision of the 

apprenticeship system that 

ensured the continuity of technical 

competence and practices, 

Importantly, the system stimulated 

teamwork in pursuit of each craft 

and livelihood. 

As well as their educational, 

training and commercial functions, 

Guilds also played a significant 

wider role in their communities,  

                         Cont next page…. 

Christmas Greetings! 

Around 45 members and friends enjoyed this year’s Christmas break-up at 

Red Hill. Pictured getting into the festive fun are party-goers Jenny, Shelly 

and Catherine. More photos of the evening are included on page 12. 

 

President Jan reflects on 

highlights of 2018 

and what’s in store for 

us in the New Year 
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President’s Report (cont) 
 

By becoming involved in 

community activities and building 

guild meeting halls, the Guilds  

became important commercial and 

community hubs. 

Fast-track to the present – where I 

believe the Creative Glass Guild is 

the only one of its kind in Australia 

and that it embodies many of the 

operating principles of the 

medieval Guilds. For a member-

based, not for profit organisation 

relying almost entirely on 

volunteer and teamwork efforts, 

our Guild is punching well above 

its weight – and the array of glass 

items at the Annual Exhibition in 

July, and at events such as the 

BVAC pop-up shop held in 

December, bear testament to the 

range and standard of skills being 

nurtured by the Guild.  

But beware complacency! We 

need to ensure that what we 

currently take for granted at the 

Guild will be available to future 

members in years to come.  

As we gear up for our strategic 

planning workshop early in the 

new year, my challenge to all 

members is to reflect on the role 

and activities of “our” Guild and 

whether we are servicing the 

interests and needs of members 

as members would wish. 

As 2018 draws to a conclusion, it 

is appropriate to extend huge 

thanks to the many folks who give 

so many hours of their time to 

ensure the Guild keeps ‘ticking 

over’ – thank you for all your 

efforts.  

Very best wishes for the festive 

season - and for an exciting, 

fulfilling, and healthy 2019.  

    Merry Christmas,  

   Jan Bimrose 

The Guild’s new group mosaic 

mural is getting closer to 

completion! 

Work has been under way on the 

dividing wall between our Red Hill 

premises and the Broncos Club, 

preparing the site for the install-

ation of six panels that will make 

up a unique, colourful mural. 

Mosaics tutor, Catherine Conaty, 

has sketched an outline of the 

proposed mosaic branches and 

leaves which will stretch across 

the full width of the wall in the 

front yard at Red Hill.  

The sketches were transferred to 

plastic sheeting, so that the 

pattern can be transferred in turn 

onto fibre cement sheets, ready 

for the application of the mosaics 

onto the new substrate. 

In the meantime, Guild members 

have been busy cutting and 

creating glass branches and 

leaves in workshops designed 

especially for the project. 

Another workshop is planned 

before Christmas so that 

members have the opportunity to 

glue the leaves and branches 

onto the sheeting as the final 

step before the sheets are affixed 

to the wall.  

Guild members should be very 

proud of their team effort under 

Catherine’s direction. Next time 

you visit Red Hill, it should be 

blossoming with life and colour!  
 

               Published by the  
      Creative Glass Guild  
          of Queensland  
 
64 Fulcher Road, Red Hill Qld  
PO Box 14, Ashgrove Qld 4060  

General enquiries:  
info@creativeglassguild.com.au 
 
Course enquiries: 
courses@creativeglassguild.com.au 

T: (07) 3369 7322 
(phone not always manned) 
 
Website: 
www.creativeglassguild.com.au 
 
Workshop/Sales:  
Saturdays, 9.00am-12.00pm 
 
General meetings: Bi-monthly on first 
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Mosaic wall blossoms to life 

Pictured (top): Catherine sketches the 

design onto plastic; and (below) Evert 

installs the fibre cement substrate. 
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There’s been an end-of-year 
flurry of activity at Red Hill, with 
members working hard to 
complete their projects. Here  
are a few of them: 

Pictured (clockwise from top 
left):  
1. Evert puts the finishing 
touches to his lamp of many 
colours 
2. John (2 ) and his majestic blue 
lampshade 
3. Ian sits below his large 
pendant lampshade 
4. Karren’s intricate cherry 
blossom mosaic 
5. Shelley’s colourful platter—
her first mosaic! 
6. and 7. It’s smiles all round and 
heads down at the Christmas 
decoration workshops 
8. One of Ken’s copperfoiled 
cartoon cityscapes  
9. Lyndall’s glass-on-perspex 
creation 



 

Most recently, I have been 

taking in the sights of  

La Paz in Bolivia, a city 

resting on the Andes’ 

Altiplano plateau at more 

than 3,500 metres above 

sea level.  

Once I caught my breath in the 

thin altitude, I took in the nearby 

sights of snow-capped Mt. 

Illimani and glass-smooth Lake 

Titicaca, South America’s largest 

lake, straddling the border with 

neighbouring Peru. 

La Paz’s historical centre is 16th-

century Plaza Murillo, and to the 

south lies one of the city’s many 

street markets, Mercado de las 

Brujas (Witches’ Market).  

City planners have decided to 

liven up the environs with 

colourful garden beds combining 

novelty mosaics and plants.  

Each garden portrays a variety of 

animal, bird, insect or fish. 

The displays look fantastic, and 

may be a great idea for Guild 

members who want to try to 

duplicate something similar in 

their own backyards.  

There’s a challenge! Let’s see 

what you can come up with. 

Best wishes, Chris 
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Our intrepid world 

traveller, Christine 

Bell, is home 

safely from her 

most recent 

whirlwind tour  

– and she has 

plenty of glass 

stories to tell! 

Bolivia reveals mosaic masterpieces 

The city fathers in La Paz, Bolivia, have 

decided to liven up their shopping 

precincts by combining mosaic novelty 

subjects with colourful garden beds. 
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The bidding was fast and 
furious (now and again) as 
members participated  in the 
Guild’s inaugural Glass 
Auction held in conjunction 
with our annual Christmas  

get-together. 

Under the hammer of seasoned 
amateur auctioneer (and Guild 
Committee member) Joyce 
Arnold, the Guild offered glass 
at bargain-basement prices to 
reduce some stocks that had 
been stored in the glass room 

for an extended period. 

A number of canny members 
picked up some terrific buys to 

fill their Christmas stockings! 

Going, going… and gone! 
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My family and I are from the 
US, and we’re stationed in 
Australia for three years.   

Back home, my hobbies were 
centered more around 
woodworking and construction.   

However, we weren’t able to 

bring our 110V equipment with 
us, so as I started experiencing 
hobby withdrawal - and I looked 
around to see what I might enjoy 
here.   

I loved seeing all the architec-

tural glass in the windows of local 
houses.  It’s not really a thing 

that we see regularly back home.   

After watching a few YouTube 
videos and reading some articles, 
I was convinced that I’d like to 
try leadlighting.  

My very supportive wife picked 
up a few items for me to start 
with and off we went.   

Practice makes perfect 

I loved it.  Now I just have to 
practice a bit…. I’m afraid my 
wife may regret her initial 

encouragement! 

With just a few months of 
practice, I’ve picked up a few 

lessons that I probably could 
have learned the easy way with 
just one of the classes at the 

Guild. 

Lessons learnt: 1.  Re-cutting,  
re-foiling, and re-soldering pieces 
is a reality – patience is a virtue; 

2.  A temperature-controlled 
soldering iron is really useful to 

avoid melting lead came; 

3.  Fixing melted lead came is a 
real pain in the rumpus; 

4. A dark-colored apron is useful 
when cementing lead came; 

5.  Plan to wash your car if you 
polish a panel with whiting 
compound in the garage; 

6.  When looking at my finished 
works, the first thing I see is the 

mistakes...which encourages me 
to start a new project! 

A question posed 

A question for Guild members: 

How do you avoid having a house 
completely filled with glass 
projects?  It’s addictive. 

While I have not been able to 
spend much time with the Guild 
(work travels), Denise and a few 
other Guild members that I have 

met were especially friendly and 
helpful.   

I look forward to meeting more 
members and perhaps getting a 

few pointers when my schedule 
lets up a bit…ha!   

For now, I’ll keep working away 
in the garage – the best kind of 
therapy! 

 

  Best regards, Matt 

 

Matt recently joined 

the Creative Glass 

Guild after developing 

an interest in 

leadlighting and 

copperfoiling—and 

before long, this 

novice was addicted. 

Glasswork is Matt’s best therapy 

Matt took up a leadlighting challenge 

when he tackled this intricate design, 

which features as its centrepiece a 

celtic knot that has no start or finish. 

Pictured are examples of Matt’s 

completed leadlight panels and another 

in progress - beautiful original work, 

and outstanding for a beginner. 
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In August I was lucky 

enough to take a trip to the 

Northern Wisconsin lake 

country and found a plethora 

of glass art in just about 

every little town I visited, 

specifically Manitowish 

Waters and Minocqua. 

The Manitowish Waters Visitor 

Centre was adorned with a 

beautiful leadlight double-

window.   

Unfortunately, all they knew 

about it was that it had been 

donated to the Centre. 

But I can tell you that it depicts 

all of the things the town is 

known for: lakes, timber, fresh 

water sport fishing, bald eagles 

and common loons (a diving 

water bird) and peaceful forest 

lanes for walking and cycling. 

We had dinner one night at Voss’ 

Birchwood Lodge, where I saw a 

familiar copperfoil lamp design – 

dragonflies, with a suitably 

themed mosaic base. 

We spent a day in Minocqua, a 

much larger town, checking out 

the shops, including one selling 

the work of local artisans.        

My most surprising find in 

Minocqua was a studio-shop 

called ‘Earth Goods’ which was a 

coffee shop that provided ‘make-

your-own’ fused glass tiles, along 

with the more common pottery 

painting. 

Create a glass tile 

You could come in anytime and 

just sit down and create a tile 

design for fusing and pick it up 

after it was fired – no experience 

necessary!   

Supplies included a variety of 

precut glass pieces, plus various 

frits and stringers.   

I thought this was a brilliant way 

to introduce people to glass art 

and fusing (kind of like our 

Christmas Ornament Workshop) 

and might be something we could 

do with beginner groups or young 

people.   

Fall Festival Expo 

In the Washington DC area, I was 

lucky enough to attend a ‘Fall 

Festival’ Expo at a big art glass 

supplier in Maryland, USA, called 

‘Anything Stained Glass’.         

About 15 manufacturers had 

information booths and any glass 

crafter would recognise many of 

them, including Kokomo, 

Wissmach, Youghiogheny, 

Gemini, etc.   

What was gratifying to see was 

how many glass manufacturers 

are adding whole new lines of 

System 96 glass and frit to their 

regular product line, which 

means we’ll have MORE options 

for fusing glass than ever before.   

 

                                             Cont next page….                     

 

Lakes, loons and leadlights: Amy’s journey 
 

Amy Siebold has 

returned from a 

recent visit to the 

USA with a 

treasure trove of 

glass knick-knacks 

and innovative 

ideas. Here’s her 

travelogue.. 

Pictured: This colourful double leadlight window in Manitowish Waters, USA, 

depicts all of the region’s highlights which make the area a tourist paradise. 

Amy’s favourite Loon leadlight features 

the region’s famous diving water birds. 
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Amy’s Treasures (cont) 

What I found most interesting 

were some of the smaller 

glass accessory suppliers.  

There was one called Handy 

Hanger (www.handyhanger.com) 

that had metal loop hangers that 

can be fused between two pieces 

of glass.   

Wardell Products 

(www.wardellproducts.com) 

offered an extensive collection of 

glass tattoo patterns and a 

special ‘Gue’ that you mix with 

frit to create raised designs 

without having to pile up loose 

frit.  There are tons of 

possibilities with this product and 

I actually won a ‘Glass Tattoo 

Stencil Kit’ as a door prize, so  

I’m going to be experimenting! 

    Silkemat fibre blanket 

Another product was a NON-

CARCINOGENIC fibre blanket 

called SilkeMatTM that can be 

cut, molded, rigidized and 

formed.  It can be used for kiln 

carving and making molds of 

various kinds as well as other 

things.  For more info, go to 

www.silkemat.com.   

Also for fusers, there were two 

companies offering a vast array 

of colouring/special effects 

products to enhance your fused 

projects.  Colors for Earth 

(www.colorsforearch.com) 

offers Fired Glass Enamels, 

including special outline 

colours.  

Unique Glass Color

(www.uniqueglasscolors.com) 

has a whole range of special 

mixing and layering mediums 

that allow you to create 

unbelievably realistic painting

-like effects (assuming you 

have the artistic ability to do 

so – NOT ME!). 

Grinders galore 

A company called Creative 

Paradise Inc had some lovely 

molds, and for us grinder 

fanatics, Techniglass 

(www.techniglass.com) was 

showing their new, state-of-

the-art grinder that has a 30x40 

cm surface, a removable water 

tray, built-in splash guard, 

illuminated lens-grade eye shield 

and doesn’t require bit keys or 

sponges!  

They also have a whole line of 

new types of grinder bits that can 

be used with any grinder so if 

you’re in the market for some, 

take a look. 

Well, needless-to-say, I did come 

home with a few goodies to 

experiment with, but you could 

spend days at Anything Stained 

Glass without blinking and years 

trying out all of the nifty products 

on show!   

Those Americans are just spoiled 

for choice… then again, I don’t 

think I could afford to live 

anywhere near this store! 

 

     Merry Christmas, Amy 

This extensive range a glass tattoo patterns is produced by Wardell Products. 

They also featured a special ‘Gue’ to mix with frit and create raised designs 

without having to pile up loose frit—a much cleaner and effective outcome! 

Unique Glass Colors produce a range of 

special mixing and layering media to 

create realistic painting-like effects. 

These attractive molds are produced 

by the Creative Paradise company         
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In September, I went for an 

overnight getaway to the small 

rural town of Nobby, two hours’ 

drive from Brisbane, and 35km 

from Toowoomba.    

I went to experience Rudd’s Pub, 

built in 1893, and situated in the 

centre of ‘Dad & Dave’ country. 

I had come across this place by 

sheer accident in my daily work 

life when handling the pub’s 

advertising material in the local 

paper. 

Folklore says Steel Rudd wrote his 

iconic Dad & Dave stories in the 

pub’s Heritage Lounge.  What’s 

more, as Nobby is steeped in 

history, I was soon to discover this 

town is the resting place of Sister 

Elizabeth Kenny who pioneered 

the treatment of infantile paralysis 

(polio) back in the 1930s and 40s. 

The township has an extremely 

well documented and lovely 

museum, again well worth the 

visit. I expected the usual in a 

small country town memorial - a 

few items of memorabilia and 

documented information. 

 But what I found was a 

fascinating museum filled with 

letters and personal recounts of 

Sister Kenny, who I discovered 

was a self-trained bush nurse who 

was acknowledged around the 

world for her controversial but 

highly successful approach to 

treating polio. 

So what does any of this have to 

do with glass or mosaics? 

What caught my eye in the 

museum were two glass pieces -  

one, a mosaic stunningly beautiful 

in its simplicity, depicting Sister 

Kenny looking into the future, as 

she holds the hands of two small 

children wearing leg braces. 

Inside, a colourful glass window 

was catching the sunlight above a 

portrait of this famous nurse, 

whose feats remain largely 

unknown to the world – but not to 

the Nobby community. 

Finding these two pieces of 

glasswork in a small township just 

enhanced my experience and 

topped off my day. 

 

Colleen Monaghan 

Nobby reveals hidden secrets 

Pictured (above): An inspirational mosaic dedicated to the work of health pioneer 

Sister Elizabeth Kenny, and (below) the sunlight streams through a colourful 

glass window of the museum in the small provincial town of Nobby. 
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Our own Vicki Beldan, 
beadmaking tutor and 
beadmaker extraordinaire, 
has had one of her beads 
chosen for display in The 
Soda Lime Times, the 
prestigious worldwide 
magazine produced by 
beadmakers for bead 
makers. Her bead, 
illustrated on the page 
shown on the right, is No 3 
(left centre).  
Congratulations, Vicki! 

Repetitive strain injury (RSI) in my 

right hand was exacerbated when 

using tools for nipping and 

breaking glass to use in my 

mosaics. Too much nipping and 

the pain at the base of my thumb 

meant resting up the next day.  

After a tip from a previous mosaic 

tutor, a search of the internet 

revealed commercially available 

‘assistive’ products were 

expensive, ranging in price from 

$30 to $60 - for one pair! 

Local hardware to the rescue!  

For less than $10 and a hollow 

tube of rubber, I was able to 

increase the grip size of my tools 

and alleviate much of the problem.  

In February 2019, all roads 

lead across the ditch to The 

CoLab, the inaugural joint 

conference of NZSAG (New 

Zealand Society of Artists in 

Glass) and Ausglass (The 

Australian Association of 

Glass Artists).    

The CoLab will be held in 

Whanganui, New Zealand, from 

15-17 February 2019, and will 

bring together international and 

national artists to explore the 

multifaceted nature of 

collaboration in glass. 

The three-day program will 

comprise lectures, demon-

strations, workshops, panel 

discussions, delegates’ projects 

and numerous social events. 

Various concurrent exhibitions 

will complement the conference 

theme and showcase the artwork 

of invited international artists, 

NZSAG and Ausglass members. 

 

Leading contemporary national 

and international artists such as 

Katharine Coleman, Laura 

Donefer and Ben Young will share 

a cross-pollination of ideas, 

methodologies and cultural 

approaches to glass. 

For more information, go to: 

https://

www.colabconference.com/ 

Pictured: UK glass engraver, Katharine 

Coleman and (below) her beautiful 

wheel engraved Forest Fire vase. 

Lyndall’s Top Tip 



Wishing all 

our members, 

friends and 

Guild family a 

very enjoyable 

Christmas and 

a fantastic 

2019 
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Beadmakers of the world unite! 
It’s your time to be part of 

‘The Gathering’, the annual 

get-together of members of 

the International Society of 

Glass Beadmakers (ISGB). 

With a theme of ‘The Fire Within’, 

the conference, workshops, 

bazaar, trade show and bead-

swap will take place in Las Vegas, 

USA, from 2-7 April 2019, 

exploring beadmaking 

techniques, tools, design, and 

latest innovations. 

The ISGB is the world’s leading 

organization for the promotion, 

education, and appreciation of 

the art of glass beadmaking for 

wearable, sculptural and 

functional art.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, members of a large 

network of glass beadmakers 

share techniques in an effort to 

promote their own work as well 

as the contemporary glass bead 

movement. 

The ISGB’s annual gathering has  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

captured the interest of glass 

artists and collectors around the 

world.  

If you’re into glass beadmaking, 

or are interested in learning 

about it, why not treat yourself to 

a trip to Las Vegas next April?  

Who knows - you may be lucky at 

the casinos, and pay for your trip 

home (or not).                               

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s another handy gizmo 

discovered by Amy Siebold on 

her recent visit to the USA. 

It’s called a Morton Safety Break, 

which is a running tool that allows 

you to run the score at any point 

along the glass – not just at the 

edges. 

By holding the tool perpendicular 

to the score line, the score can be 

run by pressing against the tool 

with a finger.  The curved end of 

the running tool can also be used 

with the second part of the Safety 

Break, the breaking button. 

The breaking button forms a 

fulcrum point to place directly 

under a score line, while the 

curved edge of the running tool 

allows optimum pressure to be 

applied for a clean score.    

Pictured (above): A promotional poster 

for the ISGB’s 2019 Conference, and 

(below) a selection of superb beads 

created by ISGB members 

A clean score 
every time 
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Around 45 Guild members and partners 

celebrated Christmas in style at the 

Guild’s annual Christmas Party held at 

Red Hill on 3rd December. Party-goers 

enjoyed fine food, drinks and great 

company before the Guild takes its 

traditional summer break from Sunday 

16th December to Friday 25th January.   

 

Merry Christmas everyone! 


